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 Winton Woods High School’s a cappella group, Evolution, will perform its annual 

Valentine’s concert on Thursday, February 16, at 7:00 p.m. in the David Bell Performing 

Arts Center at the school. This free concert will feature current pop and R&B songs. 

Students, parents and community members are all invited. The evening’s special guest is 

Ars Nova, the a cappella group from The Miami Valley School in Centerville, Ohio. The 

concert is in preparation for the International Competition of High School A Cappella, 

which Evolution will be performing in later this year. 

 

 Winton Woods City Schools 

and the National Underground 

Railroad Freedom Center are 

partnering for “A Night of 

Freedom,” a student 

performance and project 

exhibition, on Wednesday, 

March 22, from 5:30 – 8:00 

p.m. in the grand lobby at the 

Freedom Center. The event is 

free, open to all Winton Woods 

students, parents and 

community members, and is a dressed-up occasion.   

“As we transition to wall-to-wall project-based learning, it is important for the district to 

provide opportunities to showcase our students’ culminating projects for our parents and 

community,” said Corina Denny, community engagement coordinator for the district.   



“A Night of Freedom” will feature a reception, musical performances, a visual arts 

gallery walk, student exhibits, and an award presentation. There will also be art 

presentations from all district schools.  

Some of the night’s musical highlights include: 

 Interactive performances of Native American music by the Winton Woods High 

School Orchestra 

 Song performances by Winton Woods High School’s Symphonic Band, and Bella 

Voce and Varsity Ensemble choirs 

 “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” by the Winton Woods Intermediate School clarinet 

quartet 

 Songs by the choirs at Winton Woods Primary North and South and by Winton 

Woods Elementary School’s Elemelodies. 
 

Those attending will receive discount coupons to the Freedom Center for future 

visits.  The National Underground Railroad Freedom Center is located at 50 East 

Freedom Way in downtown Cincinnati. For more information and to RSVP, go to 

www.wintonwoods.org/content/freedom.  

 

 Winton Woods City Schools is in its second year of a three-year educational 

transformation that is bringing New Tech Network (NTN) and project-based learning to 

every school in the district. It is only the second school district in the nation to implement 

this education model.  

“We have three buildings in the district now that I would call ‘full New Tech,’ meaning 

we have project-based learning in every class all the time,” said Dr. Terri Holden, 

executive director of teaching and learning for Winton Woods City Schools. “Those 

students and teachers have really experienced pretty transformational change this 

year. It’s going well. The work is hard. It’s hard for the leaders. It’s hard for the teachers. 

And certainly the students have experienced a change, but it’s a good mid-year 

checkpoint.” 

Principal Eric Martin said Winton Woods High School is in its sixth year of NTN and 

project-based learning at the Academy of Global Studies and in its second year for New 

Tech Academy. For Winton Woods Middle School Principal Doug Sanker and Winton 

Woods Intermediate School Principal Jeremy Day, this educational pathway is brand new 

for their students and teachers.  

Sanker said a recent student survey provided a lot of good feedback about hands-on 

project-based learning units, which he called the “sweet spot” for his seventh and eighth 

graders. “When our science teachers have kids creating things or working with maps or 

working with different concepts within earth science, this creates probably the most 

memorable units for our students,” he said. 

http://www.wintonwoods.org/content/freedom


Day said his teachers are seeing more student engagement than they’ve seen in the past 

and less behavioral referrals. He feels the two go hand in hand. “If class isn’t so exciting, 

kids will get bored. We’re making sure they’re actively engaged.” His staff, he added, is 

putting in the hard work that comes with the transition and is doing a good job with 

collaboration. “If something is hard, it’s usually worth doing.”   

Though Martin has the most experience with NTN and project-based learning, one thing 

he’s found is “you never get to where you can sit back and say, ‘I’m finished and I know 

what I’m doing.’ It’s one of those things where you’re consistently learning. We even 

changed the title of teachers to facilitators because everybody in the process is learning. 

So it’s an ongoing, ever extending process.” 

“I think the kids really appreciate that the adults are learning with them, and they’re not 

just giving them all the information all the time,” said Day. “I think they feel they’ve got 

more ownership in their learning. This has been a fantastic experience already, and we’re 

just in the beginning of it.” 

“This has been a paradigm shift for our students,” said Sanker. “Our teachers are 

constantly utilizing the concept of agency, which means students are responsible for their 

own learning. So our conversations have changed from, ‘I’m your teacher, and I want 

you to do this,’ to ‘You’re the learner, and this is a direction you could go.’” 

Holden said another part of the shift in learning comes with the idea of failure. “Far too 

often in education we’ve taught our children that to fail is bad,” she said. “But if we try, 

and fail, and learn, that’s the best scenario. That’s how we move forward.  

“When we allow kids to fail, when we allow teachers to fail, when I allow principals to 

fail—and we learn and we grow—we develop the characteristic of persistence. I know 

when our kids go off to college they’re going to encounter situations that are difficult, 

where they’re going to fail. But since we’ve taught them how to fail correctly, to fail 

forward, and go through it and be persistent, then that’s a big win all the way around.”  

Day said he’s happy with the point his students and teacher have reached now that the 

school year is half-way over. “We’re constantly improving, and I see it every day,” he 

said. “I see it with kids first and foremost, but then with the teachers as well. The building 

feels different. The culture is different—academically, behaviorally, it’s a different place. 

And that’s a good thing.” 

“We have a New Tech coach that works with us, and she’s given us feedback that we’re 

in a good spot right now,” said Sanker. “We’re about where we should be, but I feel 

there’s so much more we can do. I want to keep pushing my staff and the students to 

really achieve that model with a high degree of integrity.” 

Martin said he knows there’s always room to grow. “I wouldn’t say that I’m right where I 

want to be. I always want more. I believe our students are able to do things that we’ve 

never even imagined them doing before, and I believe the same of the adults that work 

with our young people.”  



All of the principals say they appreciate that they have a whole district commitment and 

are excited to see New Tech Network, and project-based learning, implemented in the 

elementary and primary schools, grades PreK through 4, during the 2017-2018 school 

year.  

“I’m excited to see what happens in the future,” said Day, “and I appreciate that we’re all 

learning this together.”  

  

 Nine Winton Woods High School band students took part in this year’s Northern 

Kentucky University Honor 

Band Concert on Saturday, 

January 21, at Greaves Concert 

Hall. The musicians performed 

under the direction of Dr. 

Brant Karrick, director of wind 

studies at NKU.   

Winton Woods High School 

students participating were 

Leila Adams, clarinet; Marisa 

Harlan, flute; Darion Hassertt, 

trombone; Zach Mavridoglou, 

baritone sax; Aversa 

Prentosito, oboe; Ravyn 

Ramsey, trombone; Alyya Scott, trombone; Jasmine Smith, clarinet; and Ramiro Sotelo, 

trumpet.  

PHOTO CAPTION:  Shown at the NKU Honor Band Concert are (front, l-r) Ravyn 

Ramsey, Marisa Harlan, Aversa Prentosito, Leila Adams, Alyya Scott; (back, l-r) Ramiro 

Sotelo, Darion Hassertt,  Zach Mavridoglou, Jasmine Smith, Winton Woods High School 

Band Director Dani Ashbrook and Honor Band Conductor Dr. Brant Karrick. Photo by 

Tina Prentosito.  

 

 A $10,000 grant from the Charles H. Dater Foundation is helping Forest Park’s The 

Underground support its free after-school program partnership with Winton Woods City 

Schools, as well as its film and music programs. Every Monday through Thursday, from 

3:00-6:00 p.m., Winton Woods students are invited to The Underground to work on 

projects, hang out or take a class to learn about song writing, tobacco awareness or 

achieving success. The Dater Foundation gives grants to non-profit organizations in 

Greater Cincinnati that benefit young people and focus on the areas of arts and culture, 

education, health care, social services and other community needs.     



“This is a safe space for teens,” said Ben Moushon, connections director at The 

Underground, which is a state-of-the-art training and equipping center for students 

passionate about music and film. “It’s somewhere for them to go to find resources and 

people they may not encounter anywhere else.”  

Conversation about the partnership began in May 2016 between Moushon and Corina 

Denny, community engagement coordinator for Winton Woods City Schools. The 

program launched in September 2016. “The Underground saw an opportunity to provide 

space that would benefit students, and the district saw a natural connection for kids not 

involved in typical after-school activities,” said Moushon.  

At 3:00 p.m., students can board a district-provided bus at the high school and travel to 

The Underground. Moushon returns the students to the school at 6:00 p.m. While at the 

venue, students have plenty of options to put their time to good use. Designated areas 

include a study zone in the upper lounge with free Fioptics and high speed internet for 

homework and project collaboration; game tables like pool and foosball; and a gaming 

room with Xboxes and video games.    

Moushon said tutoring is offered on Mondays in math, science and English. Small groups 

are offered three days a week, Tuesday through Thursday. These include a beats class led 

by local artist and producer K-Drama, where students learn how to write and produce a 

song; a tobacco awareness class led by the Hamilton County Department of Health; and a 

success class led by motivational speaker Garrett Lee. “All of these teachers are 

passionate about changing the lives of teens,” Moushon said.     

About 25 students take part in the after-school program each day. The goal is to reach 35 

by the end of the year, and 50 by next year. “We have a really great group of students 

who value being here,” 

Moushon said. “This is their 

second home. They can be 

themselves, discover and 

develop their passions, and 

build community.” 

“It’s fun to be here,” said 

sophomore Darriel Calhoun 

as she took a break from a 

game of pool. Fellow 

sophomore Keron Patton 

said he goes to the after-

school program to hang out 

and relieve stress from 

school. 

A check-in process at the facility keeps kids safe. Students present a current Winton 

Woods High School ID as they enter. A volunteer sits up front to keep an eye on those 



coming and going. Students are able to volunteer while at The Underground, either up 

front or in the concession area, but first they’re coached on serving their fellow students. 

“We want them to understand that they’re a representative of The Underground when 

they’re working,” said Moushon.  

Winton Woods High School Principal Eric Martin said he’s excited about the new 

partnership with The Underground and having a space after school that extends learning 

opportunities for students and allows them to be creative outside of the classroom. 

Moushon said The Underground is “a constructive space, but also a place to take a 

break.”   

The Underground’s after-school program provides a space that is free of cigarette smoke, 

alcohol, drugs, and foul language. Winton Woods parents, alumni and community 

members are invited to help out. Those interested in volunteering should contact 

Moushon at ben@theug.com. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Playing a game of pool at The Underground are (l-r) Winton Woods 

High School sophomore Darriel Calhoun, freshman John Murphy and sophomore Keron 

Patton.  

 

 Kathleen Barger, a language arts 

teacher at Winton Woods Middle 

School, was named the Lead2Feed 

Teacher of the Week for January 20-

24. For the last five years WWMS has 

worked with the Lead2Feed 

organization to raise money and 

awareness to combat world hunger. In 

2016, the school was honored for 

being among the charter members of 

the Lead2Feed Certified Schools. This 

honor was earned through Winton 

Woods Middle School’s engagement 

in and completion of the Lead2Feed 

Student Leadership Program and 

associated Lead2Feed Challenge.    
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 Twenty-two students from 

Winton Woods Primary South 

were honored as “bucket fillers” 

in January for their caring and 

kind actions. The students had a 

pizza lunch on February 10 with 

Principal Danielle Wallace and 

were able to be out of uniform 

that day. Chosen by their 

teachers for January were: Noah 

Matkins, Miviann Martin, 

Kayden Ellington, Quin McCall, 

Preston Horsley, Winston 

Gomez, Kelsie Phillips, Lilly 

Bowers, Raina Jackson, Cevin 

Mimms, Josiah Moellman, Jordin Rendleman, Ideem Cooper, Maleyah Dubose, Angel 

Beamon, Arrianna Allen-Miller, Jaden Allen, Alina Ellis, Corabelle Blevins, Michelle 

Agyei, Caleb Eloma and Dominic Bermudez.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Bucket fillers for the month of January at Winton Woods Primary 

South. Photo by Cindy Boehm.   

 

 

UPCOMING DISTRICT EVENTS  

(please check our website, www.wintonwoods.org, for building specific events) 

 

02/15 5:30 - 8:00 PM WWHS Visioning Session 

2/17   Report Card Distribution 

2/20 All DAY  Presidents’ Day/No School 

02/21 5:30 - 8:00 PM WWHS Visioning Session 

2/27 6:30 PM BOARD OFFICE Board of Education Monthly Meeting 

3/2 5:30 - 8:00 PM WWHS Visioning Session 

3/6 ALL DAY 
6:00 PM 
6:00 PM 

 
WWHS 
BOARD OFFICE 

Early Registration for All Day Kindergarten 
Performing Arts Boosters General Meeting 
Board of Education Work Session 

3/9 6:30 - 7:15 PM 
6:30 - 8:00 PM 

WWHS 
WWHS 

Student Digital Literacy Showcase  
College/Career Fair (Fair and break-out sessions) 

3/10   THIRD QUARTER ENDS 

3/13 4:00 PM 
6:30 PM 

BOARD OFFICE 
WWIS 

Board of Education Work Session  
WWC PTA General Meeting 

http://www.wintonwoods.org/


3/17   Report Card Distribution 

3/18 1 – 4:00 PM WWHS Fine Arts Fair 

3/20 6:30 PM BOARD OFFICE Board of Education Monthly Meeting 

3/22 5:30-8:00 PM FREEDOM CENTER National Underground Freedom Center and WWCS Present Project 
Exhibition/Gallery Walk 

3/27 – 31   SPRING BREAK/NO SCHOOL 

4/3 All DAY  Professional Day/No Students 

 

  

Winton Woods Today is brought to you by: Gina Burnett, designer; Teresa Cleary, writer and 

photographer.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


